
OPINIONS OF EMINENT PERSONS AGAINST 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 

DANIEL WEBSTER. “ The rough contests of the political world are not 
suited to the dignity and the delicacy of your sex. ... It is by the promul¬ 
gation of sound morals in the community, and more especially by the training 
and instruction of the young, that woman performs her part toward the 
preservation of a free government.” 

Rev. HORACE BUSHNELL, D.D. “ Hitherto it has been an advantage 
to be going into battle in our suffrages with a full half ... as a corps of 
reserve, left behind, so that we may fall back on this quiet element . . . and 
settle again our mental and moral equilibrium. Now it is proposed that we 
have no reserve any longer, that we go into our conflicts taking our women 
with us, all to be kept heating in the same fire for weeks or months together. 
. . . Let no man imagine . . . that our women are going into these encoun¬ 
ters to be just as quiet, or as little moved as now, when they stay in the rear 
unexcited, letting us come back to them often and recover our reason. They 
are no more mitigators now, but instigators rather, sweltering in the same 
fierce heats and commotions, only more tempestuously stirred than we.” 
Women’s Suffrage; the JReform against Nature. 

FRANCIS PARKMAN. “ It has been claimed as a right that woman 
should vote. It is no right, but a wrong, that a small number of women 
should impose on all the rest political duties which there is no call for their 
assuming, which they do not want to assume, and which, if duly discharged, 
would be a cruel and intolerable burden/’ 

Mrs. CLARA T. LEONARD, Massachusetts Board of Health, Lunacy 
and Charity. “ The best work that a woman can do for the purifying of 
polities is by her influence over men, by the wise training of her children, by 
her intelligent, unselfish counsel to husband, brother, or friend, by a thor¬ 
ough knowledge and discussion of the needs of her community.” 

Rev. EDWARD EVERETT HALE, D.D. “ I am now asked to confer the 
responsibility of suffrage upon women. This means, of course, that they are 
willing to accept all the responsibilities of public-spirited men. To which 
request I reply that I do not think they want to do these things,, and second, 
that I do not think they would do them well.” 

Le BARON R. BRIGGS, President of Radcliffe College. “ As to public 
life, I am still so conservative as to hold that a political competition of both 
sexes is less likely to elevate men than to degrade women, and that the 
peculiar strength of refined and earnest womanhood is exercised in ways less 
public. I fear the loss of the best that is in woman, and, with it, the loss of a 
power that is hers and hers alone.” 



JACOB A. RIIS. “ I do not think the ballot will add to woman’s real 

power which she exercises or can exercise now.” 

CARL SCHURZ. “ Is it not certain that so tremendous an addition to the 

voting force as the granting of unqualified woman suffrage would effect, 

would involve at least the possibility of a dangerous increase of those evils 

which the best thought of the country is at present painfully struggling to 

remedy ? ” 

Mrs. KATE GANNETT WELLS. “ In the present constitution of events, 

of facts, physiological, social, financial, moral, and political, it is inexpedient 

for government to grant universal female suffrage.” 

Cardinal GIBBONS. “ If woman enters politics, she will be sure to 

carry away on her some of the mud and dirt of political contact.” 

Hon. MOSES HALLETT, United States District Judge for Colorado. 

“ Our state has tried the female suffrage plan a sufficiently long time to form 

a fair idea of its workings. I am not prejudiced in any way, but honestly do 

not see where the experiment has proved of benefit. . . , It has produced no 

special reforms and it has had no particular purifying effect upon politics. 

There is a growing tendency on the part of most of the better and more intel¬ 

ligent of the female voters of Colorado to cease exercising the ballot. ... If 

it were to be done over again, the people of Colorado would defeat woman 

suffrage by an overwhelming majority.” 

Hon. THOMAS F. BAYARD, Secretary of State. “ There never was a 

greater mistake, there never was a falser fact stated than that the women 

of America need any protection further than the love borne to them by their 

fellow-countrymen. Do not imperil the advantages which they have; do not 

attempt in this hasty, ill-considered, shallow way to interfere with the rela¬ 

tions which are founded upon the laws of Nature herself.” 

Miss PHOEBE W. COUZINS, Lawyer, Missouri Commissioner for the 

World’s Fair, and platform speaker for woman suffrage for 20 years. “ I 

do not believe that women are constructed by nature for the rough and tumble 

fight of the political arena. . . . Women are easily influenced. They do not 

stop to think of the consequences of their acts, and in their hands the ballot 

would become a most dangerous weapon. ... I am through forever with 

woman suffrage.” 

ABRAM S. HEWITT. “ After carefully considering all the arguments 

advanced by the advocates of woman suffrage ... I do not think, from the 

organic difference between men and women, that it will ever be shown to be 

for the advantage of women that they should be forced to take part in politi¬ 

cal controversies. In fact, I think it would be a great misfortune to them, as 

well as to the human race.” 
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Hon. CHARLES J. BONAPARTE. “ The suffrage is not a mere privi¬ 

lege. It is a public burden, and when it is proposed to make your mothers 

and sisters and other ladies of whom, perhaps, you may sometimes think, 

share this burden, the question is properly not whether women should be 

allowed to vote, but whether they should be obliged to vote.” 

Prof. EDWARD D. COPE. “ The first thing that strikes us in consider¬ 

ing the woman suffrage movement is that it is a proposition to engage women 

once more in that 1 struggle ’ from which civilization has enabled them in great 

measure to escape; and that its effect, if long continued and fairly tried, will 

be to check the development of woman as such, and to bring to bear on her 

influences of a kind different from those which have been hitherto active.” 

Miss DOROTHEA L. DIS. “Distinctly and emphatically, Miss Dix 

believed in woman’s keeping herself aloof and apart from anything savoring 

of ordinary political action. . . . She must be the incarnation of a purely 

disinterested idea appealing to universal humanity, irrespective of party or 

sect.” Life of Dorothea Lynde Dix, by Francis Tiffany. 

Dr. S. WEIR MITCHELL. “ The best of the higher evolution of mind 

will never be safely reached until the woman accepts the irrevocable decree 

which made her woman and not man. Something in between she cannot be.” 

RICHARD H. DANA. “ The truth is, the ballot for women is not needed 

. . . and if they were ever called upon to combine and work in antagonism 

to the men, which they must do if their vote is really needed, the evils of the 

conflict would strike at the very foundations of our social system.” 

Prof. WILLIAM T. SEDGWICK. “Why should the great majority of 

women, who, as everybody knows, are either indifferent or opposed to woman 

suffrage, be forced to accept it against their will when there is no sound evi¬ 

dence that any material good is likely to accrue either to themselves or to 

the state ? ” 

Bishop JOHN H. VINCENT, Founder of Chautauqua. “When about 

thirty years of age I accepted for a time the doctrine of woman suffrage, and 

publicly defended it. Years of wide and careful observation have convinced 

me that the demand for woman suffrage in America is without foundation in 

equity, and, if successful, must prove harmful to American society.” 

Miss JEANNETTE L. GILDER, Founder of The Critic. “ In politics I 

do not think that women have any place. Neither physically nor tempera¬ 

mentally are they strong enough for the fray. The life is too public, too 

wearing, and too unfitted to the nature of women. It is bad enough for men 

. . . and it would be worse for women. I believe not only that the ballot in 

the hands of women would be a calamity, but I believe that it would prove a 

boomerang.” 
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JOHN BOYLE O’REILLY. “ Woman suffrage would be the constitu¬ 

tional degradation of women; it would be an appeal to the coarser strength 

of men; and I profoundly believe that it would result in social disorder and 

disrespect of law.” 

GAIL HAMILTON (Miss Mary Abigail Dodge). “My earliest instinct 

and my latest judgment combine in maintaining that women have a right to 

claim exemption from political duty and responsibility, and that men have 

no right to lay the burden upon them. If the public work is ill done by men, 

the remedy is to do it better, not to shift the weight to shoulders already 

heavily laden, and whose task they do not propose in any respect to lighten.” 

Rev. JAMES M. BUCKLEY, D.D. “ Should the duty of governing in the 

state be imposed upon women, all the members of society will suffer. . . . 

The true woman needs no governing authority conferred upon her by law. In 

the present situation the highest evidence of respect that man can exhibit 

toward woman, and the noblest service he can perform for her, are to vote 

nay to the proposition that would take from her the diadem of pearls, the 

talisman of faith, hope, and love, by which all other requests are won from 

men, and substitute for it the iron crown of authority.” 

Hon. HENRY B. BROWN, Ex-Justice of the Supreme Court of the 

United States. “ It is a mistake to suppose that either men or women have 

a natural right to vote. We are bound to distinguish between natural and 

political rights. They may be said to have a natural right to protection in 

their persons, their property and their opinions, but they have no natural 

right to govern or to participate in the government of others.” 

Rev. THEODORE L. CUYLER, D.D. “ There is full scope for woman’s 

patience, power, purity and prayers without attempting to override that 

divine arrangement which never fitted her to be a soldier, a sailor, a civil 

engineer, a juryman, a magistrate, a policeman, a politician.” 

Hon. ELIHU ROOT, Secretary of State. “ I am opposed to granting 

suffrage to women because I believe it would be a loss to women and an in¬ 

jury to the state, and to every man and woman in the state. ... I think so 

because suffrage implies not merely the casting of a ballot, but entering upon 

the field of political life; and politics is modified war. In politics there is 

struggle, strife, contention, bitterness, heart-burning, excitement, agitation 

— everything which is adverse to the true character of woman. In my judg¬ 

ment, this whole movement arises from a false conception of the duty and 

the right of men and women. ... It is a fatal mistake that these excellent 

women make when they conceive that the functions of men are superior to 

theirs and seek to usurp them.” 
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JENNIE JUNE (Mrs. Jane C. Croly), “Mother of Clubs/’ Founder of 

the New York Sorosis, and President of the New York Women’s Press Club. 

u The best way for women to approach politics is to let them entirely alone. 

In all the fifty years that in one "way or another I have worked, I have never 

identified myself with suffrage nor politics.” 

ROSSITER JOHNSON. “ The most civilized portions of mankind have 

not yet outgrown the measurement of force for the ultimate settlement of 

every great question, and the unit of force is the man capable of bearing 

arms. . . . The government set up, and the policy adopted, may not be the 

best possible; but, if a majority of the men stand behind them, we shall at 

least have stability, and that is the most necessary element in any govern¬ 

ment. ... To make any party victorious at the polls by means of blank- 

cartridge ballots would only present an increased temptation to the numerical 

minority to assert itself as the military majority. ... If an election is car¬ 

ried by a preponderance of votes cast by women, who is to enforce the ver¬ 

dict? When a few such verdicts have been overturned, we shall find our¬ 

selves in a state of anarchy.” 

THE ENGLISH REMONSTRANCE (Nineteenth Century, June, 1889). 

“ To sum up: we would give the women their full share in the state of social 

effort and social mechanism; we look for their increasing activity in that 

higher state which rests on thought, conscience, and moral influence; but we 

protest against their admission to direct power in that state which does rest 

upon force — the state in its administrative, military, and financial aspects — 

where the physical capacity, the accumulated experience, and inherited train¬ 

ing of men ought to prevail without the harassing interference of those who, 

though they may be partners of men in debate, can in these matters never be 

partners with them in action. . . . Nothing can be further from our minds 

than to seek to depreciate the position or importance of women. It is be¬ 

cause we are keenly alive to the enormous value of their special contribution 

to the community that we oppose what seems to us likely to endanger that 

contribution. We are convinced that the pursuit of a mere outward equality 

with men is for women not only vain but demoralizing. It leads to a total 

misconception of woman’s true dignity and special mission. It tends to per¬ 

sonal struggle and rivalry, where the only effort of both the great divisions of 

the human family should be to contribute the characteristic labor and the best 

gifts of each to the common stock.” 

Mrs. Humphry Ward 

Mrs. Leslie Stephen 

Mrs. Thomas H. Huxley 

Mrs. William E. Forster 

Lady Frederic Cavendish 

Hon. Emily Lawless 

Mrs. George J. Goschen 

Mrs. Frederic Harrison 

Mrs. Matthew Arnold 

Mrs. Max Muller 

Mrs. J. Richard Green 

Mrs. Walter Bagehot and others 
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VICTORIA, Queen of England. “ The Queen is most anxious to enlist 

every one who can speak or write to join in checking this mad, wicked folly 

of ‘ Woman’s Rights/ with all its attendant horrors, on which her poor, feeble 

sex is bent, forgetting every sense of womanly feeling and propriety.” 

JOHN BRIGHT. “ When women are not safe under the charge or care 

of fathers, husbands, brothers, and sons, it is the fault of our non-civilization 

and not of our laws. As civilization founded on Christian principles ad¬ 

vances, women will gain all that is right for them to have, though they are 

not seen contending in the strife of political parties. In my experience I 

have observed evil results to many women who have entered heartily into 

political conflict and discussion. I would save them from it.” 

WILLIAM E. GLADSTONE. “A permanent and vast difference has 

been impressed upon women and men respectively by the Maker of both. I 

for one am not prepared to say which of the two sexes has the higher and 

which has the lower province. ... I am not without the fear, lest beginning 

with the state, we should eventually be found to have intruded into what is 

yet more fundamental and more sacred, the precinct of the family, and should 

dislocate, or seriously modify, the relations of domestic life.” 

HERBERT SPENCER. Herbert Spencer, in Justice, maintains that there 

are fundamental reasons for keeping the spheres of the sexes distinct. He 

had formerly argued the matter “ from the point of view of a general princi¬ 

ple of individual rights,” but he finds that this cannot be sustained, as he 

“ discovers mental and emotional differences between the sexes which dis¬ 

qualify women for the burdens of government and the exercise of its func¬ 

tions.” 

Mrs. HUMPHRY WARD. “ Women should not vote on questions in the 

solution of which they can never play a responsible part. Fancy a female 

general, a female admiral! Fancy a railroad run by women, roads built or 

mines worked by them! If there is this inevitable physical limitation to a 

woman’s activity ... is it just that she be given a vote on matters that 

involve these activities? The national government ... is concerned in all of 

these things, and is maintained by the votes of the male portion of the popu¬ 

lation, which thus indirectly decides on the army, the navy, the railroads, and 

the scores of material interests in which women cannot by nature take an 

active part.” 

GOLDWIN SMITH. “ Political power has hitherto been exercised by the 

male sex; not because man has been a tyrannical usurper and has brutally 

thrust his weaker partner out of her rights, but in the course of nature be¬ 

cause man alone could uphold government and enforce the law. Let the edi¬ 

fice of law be as moral and as intellectual as you will, its foundation is the 

force of the community, and the force of the community is male.” 
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QUARTERLY REVIEW, Women at Oxford and Cambridge, October, 

1897. “ Either sex is an appalling blunder, or else it must have been in¬ 

tended that each sex should have its own work to do, not merely in the phys¬ 

ical economy of the race, but also in the social and intellectual world. . . . 

Woman, alike in body, mind, and character, ‘ is not lesser man, but other.’ 

At the moment, many able women think that it is possible to follow masculine 

ideas in education, in habit, in practical life, and yet to be true to their own 

nature. In the long run this is impossible.” 

Other notable persons who have remonstrated against woman suffrage are 

President Grover Cleveland, Mrs. Margaret Deland, President Arthur T. 

Hadley of Yale University, Miss Ida M. Tarbell, Bishop David H. Greer of 

New York, Miss Caroline Hazard, President of Wellesley College, Rev. Dr. 

Lyman Abbott, Miss Agnes Irwin, Dean of Radcliffe College, Charles Dudley 

Warner, Mrs. Mary E. Wilkins Freeman, Felix Adler, Madame Louise Homer, 

President William DeWitt Plyde of Bowdoin College, Mrs. Kate Douglas 

Wiggin, Bishop William C. Doane, Mrs. Clara Louise Kellogg Strakoscli, 

Hon. Charles C, Nott, Chief Justice United States Court of Claims, Mrs. John 

Ware, Andrew S. Draper, New York State Commissioner of Education, Miss 

Carolyn Wells, Rev. Dr. Theodore T. Munger, Miss Mabel T. Boardman, Ed¬ 

ward W. Bok, Mrs. Andrew Carnegie, Richard Watson Gilder, Mrs. Celia 

Thaxter, President Henry P. Judson of the University of Chicago, Marion 

Harland (Mrs. Virginia Terliune), Governor Woodrow Wilson of New Jer¬ 

sey, Mrs. Schuyler Van Rensselaer, Bishop Arthur C. A. Hall of Vermont, 

Mrs. Grover Cleveland, Hon. Edgar Aldrich, United States District Judge 

for New Hampshire, Mrs. Mary Anderson de Navarro, Rev. Dr. Washington 

Gladden, Mrs. Rebecca Harding Davis, Winston Churchill, Mrs. Josephine 

Daskam Bacon, Rev. Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst, Miss Adeline Knapp, Prof. 

William K. Brooks of Johns Hopkins University, Mrs. Helen Watterson 

Moody, Octave Thanet (Miss Alice French), Mrs. Adeline D. T. Whitney, 

James Bryce, William E. H. Lecky, Miss Octavia Hill, Frederic Harrison, 

John Ruskin, Sir E. Ray Lankester, Gilbert K. Chesterton, Rudyard Kipling 

and Lord Cromer, “ Maker of Modern Egypt.” 

Other prominent Massachusetts men who have expressed their opposition 

to woman suffrage are Governors Eben S. Draper, Curtis Guild, Jr., W. Mur¬ 

ray Crane (now United States Senator), Roger Wolcott, William E. Russell, 

George D. Robinson and William Gaston, United States Senator Henry Cabot 

Lodge, President A. Lawrence Lowell of Harvard University, President 

Charles W. Eliot of Harvard University, President Franklin Carter of Wil¬ 

liams College, President Mark Hopkins of Williams College, President George 

Harris of Amherst College, President Frederick W. Hamilton of Tufts 

College, President Henry Lefavour of Simmons College, President L. Clark 

Seelye of Smith College, President Albert P. Fitch of Andover Theological 

Seminary, Principal Alfred E. Stearns of Phillips Exeter Academy, Bishop 

William Lawrence, Archbishop William H. O’Connell, George G. Crocker, 

Congressman William C. Lovering, Prof. Charles Eliot Norton, Major Henry 

L. Higginson, John Fiske, James Ford Rhodes, Charles F. Donnelly, Judge 
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Francis C. Lowell, Charles Warren, Prof. Charles J. Bullock, Morgan 

Rotch, William D. Sohier, Rodney Wallace, Rev. Joshua P. Bodfish, Samuel 

J. Elder, Dr. Edward M. Hartwell, Arthur Lord, Charles T. Gallagher, Al¬ 

bert C. Houghton, William B. Plunkett, James M. Prendergast, John N. Cole, 

Henry L. Pierce, William F. Wharton, Solomon Lincoln, Henry M. Whitney, 

Rev. John O’Brien, Henry H. Sprague, T. Jefferson Coolidge, Thomas Rus¬ 

sell, Prof. William B. Munro, Charles Francis Adams, Prof. Francis J. 

Child, Elisha Morgan, Jeremiah W. Coveney, Dr. J. Collins Warren, John 

R. Thayer, W. Lyman Underwood, Dr. Henry P. Walcott, Frederick P. Fish, 

Melvin 0. Adams, James P. Munroe, Robert Winsor, Edwin F. Atkins, 

Theodore Lyman, John F. Fitzgerald, Dr. William L. Richardson, Walter 

Clifford, Timothy G. Spaulding, Robert Luce, John T. Burnett, Laurence 

Minot, John A. Sullivan, Moses Williams, Thomas L. Livermore, Robert M. 

Morse, Levi J. Gunn, Dr. Walter Channing, Francis H. Appleton, Thornton 

K. Lothrop, Judge William C. Loring, Charles F. Choate, Arthur H. Lowe, 

Prof. F. Spencer Baldwin, Dr. William J. Councilman, Frank Foxcroft, Rev. 

Octavius B. Frothingham, Prentiss Cummings, Prof. William W. Goodwin, 

Congressman Robert 0. Harris, Prof. Paul H. Hanus, William A. Gaston, 

District Attorney Richard W. Irwin, Dr. Dudley A. Sargent, Frederic J. 

Stimson and many others. 

WOMAN SUFFRAGE IN COLORADO. 

“ I have voted since 1893. I have been a delegate to the city and 
State conventions, and a member of the Republican State Committee 
from my county. I have been a deputy sheriff and a watcher at the 
polls. For twenty-three years I have been in the midst of the woman 
suffrage movement in Colorado. For years I believed in woman 
suffrage and have worked day in and day out for it. I now see my 
mistake and would abolish it to-morrow if I could. 

No law has been put on the statute book of Colorado for the benefit 
of women and children that has been put there by the women. The 
child labor law went through independently of the women’s vote. 
The hours of working-women have not been shortened; the wages of 
school-teachers have not been raised; the type of men that got into 
office has not improved a bit. 

Frankly, the experiment is a failure. It has done Colorado no 
good. It has done woman no good. The best thing for both would 
be if to-morrow the ballot for women could be abolished.” 

Mrs. Francis W. Goddard, 

President of the Colonial Dames of Colorado. 

December, 1910. 
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